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W R I T E R ' S D I R E C T D I A L N U M B E R 

ANGELA FOSTER-RICE 
(312)245-8461 
afoster-rice@gcd.com 

Via Overnight Mail 

GARDNER, C A R T O N S, D O U G L A S 
S U I T E 3 4 0 0 - Q U A K E R T O W E R 

3 2 1 N O R T H C L A R K S T R E E T 

C H I C A G O , I L L I N O I S 6 0 6 I 0 - 4 7 9 5 

( 3 1 2 ) 6 4 4 - 3 0 0 0 

FAX: (31 2) 6 4 4 - 3 3 8 1 

INTERNET : gccJ lawchgo@gca .eom 

October 25, 2000 

W A S H I N G T O N , D.C. 

US EPA RECORDS CENTER REGION 5 

460213 

Mr. Bradley Stimple 
On-Scene Coordinator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5 
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response Branch 
77 West Jackson Blvd., SE-5J 
Chicago, IL 60604 

Re: Administrative Order pursuant to Section 106 of CERCLA 
Nicor Mercury Sites - Scrap Yards and Processing Facilities 

Dear Mr. Stimple: 

In accordance with Section 3.4 of the Administrative Order Pursuant to Section 106 of 
the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act ("the 106 Order"), 
issued on September 6, 2000, enclosed is a progress report prepared by Nicor Gas' Project 
Coordinator, Huff & Huff. 

As required by the 106 Order, copies of this progress report are also being transmitted to 
Thomas Krueger of the U.S. EPA and to representatives of the Illinois Attomey General's 
Office, the Cook County State Attomey General's Office, and the DuPage County State Attomey 
General's Office. 

Please call if you have any questions regarding this submittal. 

Very triily yours. 

Enclosure 
Angela Foster-Rice 

cc: Thomas Krueger, U.S. EPA 
Rebecca Burlington, Illinois Attomey General's Office 
Marie Spicuzza, Cook County Attomey General's Office 
Paul F. Bmckner, DuPage County Attomey General's Office 
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NICOR GAS SCRAP YARDS AND REPORTING CENTERS 
MONTHLY PROGRESS REPORT 

PERIOD: August 1, 2000 through October 20, 2000 

PROGRESS REPORT NO.: 1 

PREPARED BY: James E. Huff, P.E. 

In accordance with Section 3.4 of the Administrative Order issued by the U.S. EPA to Nicor Gas 
and Chicago Heights Iron & Supply on September 6, 2000 pursuant to Section 106(a) of the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act of 1980, as amended, 
this progress report has been prepared. Two areas are covered herein, the remediation progress 
at four salvage yards and the remediation progress at seven Nicor Gas Reporting Centers 
regarding mercur> .̂ U.S. EPA has informed Nicor of its intention to amend the existing 106 
Order to formally include the three additional scrap yards not identified in the initial order. Each 
area is discussed separately herein. 

1. SALVAGE YARDS 

1.1 Chicago Heights Iron & Supply Co. 

1.1.1 Significant Developments 

Removal Acfion Work Plan submitted September 18,2000 to U.S. EPA. 
Approval of Wjork Plan verbally received from U.S. EPA on September 18, 2000, and written 
confirmation provided by U.S. EPA on September 25, 2000. 
Removal Action initiated September 19, 2000. 
Removed and segregated 482 mercury-type regulators. 
Completed scrap metal segregation September 21, 2000. 
Soil removal completed September 26, 2000. 
Soil samples of area completed September 26, 2000. 
Samples of soil rolloff boxes completed October 5, 2000. 
Soil resuhs ofi area received, all achieve commercial/industrial Tier 1 objectives and soil 
migration to groimdwater. 
All soil boxes pass TCLP mercury test for characteristic hazardous waste. 



1.1.2 Anticipated Developments in Next Reporting Period 

• Secure disposal approvals for mercury regulators (Superior) low level mercury waste (EQ), 
scrap metal '(Newton County), and non-hazardous soil (CID) and move materials 
accordingly. 1 

• Backfill excayated areas with stone. 
• Begin drafting report. 

1.1.3 Problems Encoimtered and Resolution 

Original disposal site for mercury regulators failed to gain CERCLA Certification. Switched 
disposal site to Superior. 
Regulatory agencies objected to moving clean scrap metal to another scrap dealer for 
processing, wanted material landfilled. Landfilling in Illinois not possible due to no 
acceptable method of testing scrap metals for the lEPA required organic tests. Resolution is 
attempting to gain approval from out-of-state landfill. 

1.2.1 Significant Developments 

1.2 DeKalb Iron & Metal Co. 

Removal Action Work Plan submitted October 13, 2000 to U.S. EPA. 
Approval of "VVork Plan verbally fi-om U.S. EPA October 17, 2000, and formally approved 
October 23, 2000. 
Removal Actions initiated October 18, 2000. 

I 

No mercury regulators foimd in East yard. Foimd and removed six (6) mercury regulators in 
West Yard. 
Completed Nicor scrap metal removal and sorting through remainder of the pile, as directed 
by the U.S. EPA On-Scene Coordinator October 18, 2000. 
Soil screening in both East and West Yards all below 0.010 mg/cu m mercury vapor, using a 
closed cup headspace protocol. Therefore no soil removal has been conducted. 
Confirmation samples collected October 18, 2000. Final results anticipated by October 25, 
2000: however, preliminary laboratory results achieve residential cleanup objectives under 
35 IL Adm Code 742. 

1.2.2 Anticipated Developments in Next Reporting Period 

• Secure disposal approvals for mercury regulators (Superior) and scrap metal (Newton 
County), and remove materials accordingly. 

• Begin drafting report. 
1 

1.2.3 Problems Encountered 

• None 
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1.3 Newtson Iron & Metal Inc., Ottawa, Illinois 

1.3.1 Significant Developments 

• Removal Action Work Plan submitted October 13, 2000 to U.S. EPA. 
• Approval of Work Plan received verbally fi-om U.S. EPA October 17, 2000, and formally 

October 23, 2000. 
• Removal Actions initiated October 20, 2000. 
• Four mercury-type regulators found and removed. 
• Completed loading Nicor scrap metal and conducted site recormaissance of other piles for 

regulators. None found. 
• Soil screening in area where Nicor scrap was piled all below 0.010 mg/cu m in mercury 

vapor. Therefore no soil removal was conducted. 
• Confirmation samples collected October 20, 2000. Results anticipated October 30, 2000. 

1.3.2 Anticipated Developments in Next Reporting Period 

• Secure disposal approvals for mercury regulators (Superior) and scrap metal (Newton 
County), and remove materials accordingly. 

• Begin drafting report. 

1.3.3 Problems Encountered 

• None 

1.4 Berlinsky Scrap Corps, Joliet, Illinois 

1.4.1 Significant Developments 

• Removal Action Work Plan Draft completed October 5, 2000. 
• Continue to discuss project approach with Berlinsky representatives. 

1.4.2 Anticipated Developments in Next Reporting Period 

• Finalize Removal Work Plan after gaining both Berlinsky and U.S. EPA approval. 
• Begin removal action activities. 

1.4.3 Problems Encountered 

Difficult site to develop timely removal action without dismpting scrap yard. Continuing to 
develop acceptable protocol with scrap dealer. 
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2. REPORTING CENTERS 

Seven Nicor Gas Reporting Centers were identified by Illinois EPA as having mercury vapors 
above 0.010 mg/cu m and/or visible mercury-type regulators present in the scrap metal bins. 
Nicor Gas submitted a Removal Action and Confirmafion Sampling Plan to U.S. EPA to address 
these identified sites and other Nicor Gas reporting centers and other locations. Nicor Gas is 
currently supplemenfing this proposed plan consistent with its discussions with U.S. EPA. Nicor 
Gas is preparing to commence activities to remove waste materials and scrap fi-om these sites 
with the approval of U.S. EPA and lEPA. 
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